A Tale of Two Fountains

by David T. Ford and Fatemeh Shirmohammadi

Fig. 1: Delbert J Haff Circle Fountain before renovation

for reasons unknown to most of the world. The City

of Kansas City, Missouri was planned much like
Paris, with miles of boulevards and parkways connecting
parks and green spaces. Kansas City’s first fountains date
back to the late 1800s and the community’s love affair with
fountains has flourished ever since. Today, you will find
over 200 aquatic showpieces—large and small, artistically
intricate and cleverly simple—gracing nearly every
courtyard, parkland, and tree-lined boulevard throughout
the area, including the Delbert J. Haff Circle Fountain and
Meyer Circle Sea Horse Fountain.

Kansas Citians call their city the Paris of the Plains

DELBERT J. HAFF CIRCLE FOUNTAIN

In the 1890s, Delbert J. Haff rose as an essential figure
for the city’s Parks and Recreation Board, influencing the
community’s approach to preservation, beautification,
and neighborhood-building, even today. In 1937, the city
designed a circle entrance to the west side of Swope Park
and at the east end of Meyer Boulevard, dedicating it to
Mr. Haff and honoring his contributions to the local parks
system (Fig. 1). Originally, the fountain pool measured 180
ft (55 m) long by 60 ft (18 m) wide, with depths that varied
from 28 in (0.7 m) on the east end to 42 in (11 m) on the
west end, and a low retaining wall of coursed stone.
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Existing Condition

Aside from periodic maintenance, the fountain pool never
underwent significant renovation or improvement over the
years. By the 2010s, the concrete structure was crumbling
with numerous cracks and spalls. The original concrete
floor (Fig. 2 and 3) and walls (Fig. 4) showed numerous
locations of concrete distress and the original filler in the
concrete basin joints or wall-to-floor transition joints had
notbeen replaced during its lengthy service life. Significant
deterioration was observed at various locations within the
perimeter architectural capstones. The original limestone
masonry capstone on top of the basin walls was installed
flat and the lack of slope had allowed rain and snow to
collect on the stones, damaging the masonry substantially
over time.

Most disturbing, the basin floor slab had settled and
cracked. This considerable structural distress, however,
was not the Kansas City Parks & Recreation Department’s
(KC Parks) motivation for repair. Their primary concern
was that the fountain did not actually work and had
been increasingly plagued with active leaks, creating
unnecessary operational expenses. Ultimately, KC Parks
sought to completely repair the leaks, but more importantly,
to modernize the fountain pool and ease the burden of
future maintenance by decreasing its volume capacity.
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